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CANADIAN WOMEN’S WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL TEAM PRESSED 
FOR ANSWERS AGAINST USA IN QUARTERFINALS 

 (LONDON) The Canadian Women’s Wheelchair Basketball Team lost their 
quarterfinal match to the USA 67-55 on Tuesday.  Canada stormed out to an eleven-
point lead in the first quarter (21-10), but with the USA applying full court pressure 
throughout the game, they were unable hang on to the lead.  The Americans took 
control of the game in the third quarter when Canada got into foul trouble.  

“Their press got to us,” said Team Canada Head Coach Bill Johnson. “…that happened 
tonight in the third quarter. That is when you rely on your teammates and by the 
time we did it was too late," he added. 

The Canucks were outscored 16-8 and 22-14 in the final two frames. Janet 
McLachlan, of Vancouver, BC was the game’s top producer and rebounder with 31 
points and 13 boards, while Quebec City’s Cindy Ouellet added 18 points, 8 
rebounds, and 6 assists in the loss.  

“I did not get the feeling that we were out of the game. I thought we had a chance 
right until the end. On a different day, it could have gone a different way, and today 
it was theirs," said McLachlan.  

Desiree Miller and Rebecca Murray were instrumental for the USA. Miller scored 
team high 26 points and added10 rebounds, while Murray finished with a triple-
double (12 points, 11 rebounds, and 10 assists). 

Canada will play Mexico Thursday for a chance at fifth. The loss ends Canada hopes 
of reaching the podium for the first time since they won bronze in 2004 (which 
followed a string of three consecutive gold medals in 1992, 1996, and 2000). 

"It is tough to take. It is disappointing because we had plans for bigger things and it 
is not going to happen," said Johnson. 

“We will regroup and finish strong.” 



 

The Canadian Men, who finished first in their pool with a 5-0 record, will play their 
quarterfinal match against Spain Wednesday September 5, at 7:00pm BST at the 
North Greenwich Arena. 

For more information on Canada’s wheelchair basketball teams at the Paralympic 
Games, visit www.wheelchairbasketball.ca/London_2012_Paralympic_Games.aspx  

-30- 

About Team Canada: 

The Senior Men’s National Team is amongst the top wheelchair basketball teams 
in the world. The Canadian Men are the defending silver medallists from the 2008 
Beijing Paralympic Games. They won back-to-back Paralympic gold medals in 2000 
and 2004 and have reached the podium at five of the last six consecutive World 
Championships. 

The Senior Women’s National Team is amongst the most successful and dominant 
teams in Canadian amateur sport history.  The team captured three consecutive 
Paralympic gold medals in 1992, 1996, and 2000, and bronze in 2004. They have 
also reached the podium at six consecutive World Championships, winning gold in 
1994, 1998, 2002 and 2006, and bronze in 2010.  

About Wheelchair Basketball Canada 

Wheelchair Basketball Canada is the national sports governing body responsible for 
the organization of wheelchair basketball in Canada. It is a non-profit, charitable 
organization that is the Canadianmember to the International Wheelchair 
Basketball Federation (IWBF). 

Wheelchair basketball is a fast-paced, hard-hitting, competitive sport that has 
emerged as one of the most competitive and athletic sports played at the Paralympic 
Games. Our senior national teams are held in high esteem around the world for the 
elite skill and control that placed them on the podium with a combined five gold and 
one silver medal in the last five Paralympic Games.  

For more information, or to schedule an interview contact: 
  
Jody Kingsbury, Manager 
Press Attaché in London 

Brock Smith, Assistant 
Communications & Media Relations 
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Wheelchair Basketball Canada 
T: 07510-875-848 
jkingsbury@wheelchairbasketball.ca  

Wheelchair Basketball Canada 
T: 613-260-1296 ext. 203 
bsmith@wheelchairbasketball.ca  

    
For all the latest information follow us: 
  
Online: wheelchairbasketball.ca 
Facebook: facebook.com/wheelchairbasketball 
Twitter: twitter.com/WCBballCanada 
YouTube: youtube.com/WheelchairBball 
Flickr: flickr.com/photos/wheelchairbasketball 
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